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Gladstone was quick to note the change in her, recording
ruefully after his next visit to Balmoral that " the repellent
power which she so well knows how to use has been put in
action towards me on this occasion for the first time since the
formation of the Government. I have felt myself on a new
and different footing with her/'

That was the watershed. The fellow-travellers had passed
the crest, and now the mountain fell steeply away beneath
them. The slope was gradual at first. For a tactful secre-
tary reported the Queen " very much pleased " with Mr.
Gladstone's visit; his sympathetic letters in the anxious
days of the Prince of Wales's illness earned high favour;
and the royal gratitude found unusual expression in the
considerate offer of a house in his own constituency. But
presently a protracted argument about the public duties of
the Prince of Wales further abridged their intimacy; and
when they met, the royal manner " was as usual kind &
pleasing. Nevertheless the whole helped to show me yet
more that the occurrences & correspondence of this year
have led & will lead her ' to shut up ' (so to speak) towards
me/' They could still exchange condolences and com-
ments on the new books and friendly courtesies on family
occasions. The Prime Minister still found his sovereign
" extremely well & very gracious." But he was careful now
to avoid those personal and dynastic questions, upon which
he held such strong and uncongenial views. He no longer
felt at liberty to press the Queen for more public appearances
or to urge the growing claims of the Prince of Wales. The
normal stream of official business might still flow smoothly
between Downing Street and Windsor; but full confidence
was at an end. For a slight chill had fallen between them.

Their relations had reached this mildly uncomfortable
stage, when Mr. Gladstone went out of office in 1874.
Perhaps there was just a touch of hurry, which he found
" of scant kindness," in her eagerness to accept his resigna-
tion. But when they met, she tactfully repressed an in-
clination to inform him that the Government's defeat " was